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POLICIES	OF	THE	COLORADO	STATE	UNIVERSITY	SYSTEM	

POLICY	FOR	ALL	INSTITUTIONS	

Elections,	Political	Activities,	and	the	Colorado	Fair	
Campaign	Practices	Act	

Effective	Date:		October	1,	2020	

  

chancellor_office@mail.colostate.edu	

ogc_general_counsel@mail.colostate.edu	

 
  

 

PURPOSE	OF	THIS	POLICY	

The	Colorado	State	University	System	(the	System)	and	the	System	institutions,	 including	
Colorado	State	University,	Colorado	State	University	Pueblo,	and	Colorado	State	University	
Global	 (collectively,	 the	 System	 Institutions,	 and	 individually,	 a	 System	 Institution	 or	
University)	encourage	their	students,	faculty,	staff,	and	other	members	of	the	community	to	
participate	in	political	discourse,	enlightenment	and	action,	and	welcomes	these	activities	to	
our	campuses.	The	System	and	the	System	Institutions	recognize	the	right	under	the	First	
Amendment	of	students,	visitors,	and	employees	(when	acting	in	their	private	capacity)	to	
speak	 freely	and	openly	about	political	 issues	 in	an	environment	 in	which	 the	University	
community	 can	 safely	 engage	 in	 these	activities	 free	 from	governmental	 influence,	 as	 set	
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processes	for	reserving	space	and	necessary	security	services,	and	they	are	charged	for	the	
usual	fees	and	costs	associated	with	the	event.			

APPLICATION	OF	THIS	POLICY	

This	policy	applies	to	the	System	and	the	System	Institutions,	and	their	students,	faculty,	
and	staff.	There	are	no	exemptions	from	this	policy.	

POLICY	PROVISIONS	

The	Colorado	Fair	Campaign	Practices	Act,	C.R.S.	§	1-45-117,	generally	limits	state	entities	
from	making	campaign	contributions	or	expending	any	money	to	urge	voters	to	vote	in	favor	
or	against	a	statewide	or	local	ballot	issue	or	measure.	The	term	“urge”	has	been	defined	to	
mean	advocating	or	demanding	earnestly	or	pressingly.		
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the	campus	community	and	visitors	with	respect	to	political	campaigning,	issue	advocacy,	
promotions,	and	events.	

1. Any	 University	 registered	 student	 organization	 (RSO)	 may	 sponsor	 a	 candidate,	
officeholder,	 or	 political	 group	 for	 a	 campus	 visit	 or	 event.	 Subject	 to	 University	
policies	on	permission	and	scheduling,	RSOs	may	use	University	facilities	for	partisan	
political	purposes,	so	long	as	they	pay	the	usual	and	normal	charge	at	the	RSO	rate,	if	
any,	for	the	use.		

2. If	the	event	is	to	be	held	in	a	normally	non-assignable	System	or	University	building	
or	space,	permission	must	be	obtained,	 in	advance,	 from	the	System	or	University.	
This	includes	outdoor	areas	that	are	not	normally	available	for	use	or	rent	by	RSOs.	
Approval	may	be	denied	based	on	considerations	of	avoiding	disruption	of	normal	
campus	activities,	conflicts	with	other	events,	potential	injury	to	persons	or	property,	
or	other	factors	that	make	the	requested	use	of	space	inappropriate,	in	accordance	
with	applicable	policy	and	procedures.	
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APPROVALS 

COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

By:~~ 
Anth-OJlY. Frank, Chancellor 

Date: _/_~ __ /,_/_i,v __ 
{ 

LEGAL REVIEW 

By: __________ _ 

Jason L. Johnson, General Counsel 
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